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make the trip. The monsoon was "blowing fresh, and the sea in
consequence was rather rough for a landsman when General
Legender came on board at Foo Chow. As the passage over to
Formosa would have been directly in the trough of the sea, the
general wisely decided to run down to Amoy. That night in the
Formosa channel was a wild one. The wind blew up into a mod-
erate gale, which claimed from the general the tribute Neptune
always demands from the landsman who ventures into his realm.

Running this channel, which is the highway of vessels trading
in those seas, a bright lookout had to be kept, especially in thick
weather, as happened on this occasion. Fortunately, no bad luck
overtook the Benicia, though at daylight a large French liner was
seen to the northward, proceeding under slow speed toward
Amoy with distress signals flying. Assistance was tendered and
accepted, and a request was made that the Benicia keep the ship
company, as relief might be necessary. On reaching Amoy, it was
learned that the French ship had collided in the night with an
English steamer, sinking the latter, with the loss of many of the
passengers and crew. The liner had a large hole in her bows
just above her water-line, into which hammocks and bedding had
been jammed to avoid filling her forward compartment.

The weather having moderated, the Benicia proceeded to
Shanghai, and thence to Nagasaki, through the beautiful inland
sea of Japan, via the Straits of Simonoseki to Kobe, and ulti-
mately to Yokohama, where, a month later, orders were received
to return to the United States. Before this event, however, Eear-
Admiral Eodgers was relieved, his term of service having ended.
Eear-Admiral Thornton A. Jenkins, a distinguished officer of the
old navy, relieved him. The new admiral, on arriving in the
waters of Japan, asked for an audience with the Emperor of
Japan at Teddo, or Tokio, which was at once granted.

On the day appointed, the admiral, with his staff and the com-
manding and executive officers of the Colorado and Benicia, pro-
ceeded to the capital. "When the palace-grounds were reached, the
Minister of State informed the American Minister that the Em-
peror desired, as a special mark of honor to the Americans, to
receive their admiral in a standing position. The custom here-
tofore had been to receive all visitors seated, with a bamboo screen
Concealing tie Emperor's face. It was a remarkable departure,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